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XXX .—Notes on the Birde of the Straits of Gibraltar. 
By L. Howard Ixsy. 

Stxcz publishing in 1875 my ‘ Ornithology of the Straits of 
Gibraltar,’ I have again visited my old haunts, and have also 
received a good deal of information relative to the birds of 
the district, chieiv irom Mr. Stark, a brother member of the 
B. O. U., and an excellent observer, who has spent several 
months in Andalucia. I think, therefore, that the following 
motes may be interesting, several of the species mentioned 
being new to the avifauna of the Straits :— 


NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERTS. 

Lieutenant Verner, of the Ritie Brigade, a most zealous 
practical observer, has sent me the following note, relative to 
this Vulvure nesting in a tree. The Indian Neophron (N. 
ginginianus) , which is barely separable irom the European bird, 
usually nests in wees; but I never before knew the Egyptian 
Vulture to nest in Spain anywhere but on rocks; and in this 
instance there is no want ci clits in the neighbourhood. 

“£ On April 6, 1879, I visited a Shori-toed Eagle’s (Circaetus 
gallicuz) nest im the cork-woced near Gibraliar, which I hed 
first discovered in May 1877, on which occasion Col. Irby 
shot the female bird as she flew of the nest. 

“ This nest was placed on a horizontal bough of a cork tree, 
about twenty feet from the ground. On climbing io the nest 
I found it repeired, and a Short-toed Eagle circling over- 
head, making the usual fuss. 

On the 18th I again visited the nest, and found an 
Egyptian Vulture sittimg init. On climbing up I found one 
egz. The nest kad been lined with rags, old rope, goai’s 


hair, &c., and, as nsual, was very bad smelling. I took 


“ On the 25th I again visited the nest and found the Vul- 
ture sitting on a second egg she had laid. I took this, and 
caught the old bird in a trap, and have her now in barracks. 

"Gineke, Api) 96, 1279.~ 

AQUILA CLANGA. 

In my bst this is erroneously named A. maculata, Two 
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adult specimens have occurred in winter near Seville (vide 
Ibis, 1877, p. 418). 


HALIAETUS ALBICILLA. 

Mr. Stark, during the first week in May 1876, found a 
nest of the White-tailed Eagle on a cliff on the coast. I 
refrain from mentioning the exact locality for obvious reasons. 
The nest contained one young bird nearly able to fly. 


ELANUS CHRULEUS. 
Mr. Stark saw one of these Hawks near Vejer on the 10th 
of May, 1876. 


CYPSELUS PALLIDUS. 

The Pallid Swift is found as far northas Granada and Lan- 
jaron. It nests at Gibraltar in holes of the sea-wall, also in 
the roof of the patio of the convent, where Mr. Verner took 
several nests with eggs and young. The eggs and nest re- 
semble those of C. apus; but the young are, if any thing, very 
slightly less marked with white. 


Picts NUMIDICTS. 

Comparing Moorish specimens with Andalucian specimens 
of P. major, I fail to detect the difference, pointed out by 
Messrs. Sharpe and Dresser, that the African bird has a 
longer and more slender bill. Andalucian specimens of P. 
major sometimes run very closely to the African form in 
having crimson markings on the breast, but are never, so far 
as I have seen, so decidedly marked. 


GECINUS VAILLANTI. 

I have seen an adult male from Morocco with the moustachial 
stripe washed with red, though not so decidedly marked as in 
males of G. viridis, or in the Spanish race G. sharpii. Should, 
however, this red moustache be frequent in adult males of G. 
vaillanti, then the Spanish and North-African Woodpeckers 
are not specifically separable. Anyway the subject requires 
further investigation. 


SAXICOLA LEUCURA. 
From the Black Chat’s habit of nearly always constructing 
a screen or pile of small stones in front of the nest, which is 
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usually built in a hole of a rock, and also sometimes making 
in addition a foundation to the nest of stones, the bird is 
known to the goatherds under the name of Pedrero, or Stone- 
mason. 


TĪYPOLAIS OPACA. 

This Warbler, thongh very rare near Gibraltar, is very 
abundant near Malaga, Granada, and Lanjaron, and has 
recently been obtained near Seville. Francisco de los Rios, 
who, I regret to say, has passed away, showed me a nest built 
in the garden ofthe Instituto at Malaga. The Yellow Warbler, 
H. polyglotta, is not so common there. Both species breed 
about the end of May. 


" 


PARUS PALUSTRIS. 

The Marsh-Titmouse, a species I never observed near Gib- 
raltar, but mentioned by Mr. Saunders as found near Granada, 
was observed there also by Mr. Stark. Jt is not uncommon 
in the north of Spain, near Santander. 


PARUS PENDULINUS. 
Specimens of this Titmouse have lately been procured near 
Malaga. 


COTYLE RUPESTRIS. 

In my note on the Cliff-Martin, I made the great error of 
stating that the nests of these birds resemble those of Chelidon 
urbica ; it should have been Hirundo rustica, the nests being 
open, not covered. 


MOTACILLA ALBA. 

Mr. Stark found a nest of the White Wagtail near Alora. 
This is the only instance I have heard of this bird breeding 
so far south. 


Bupytrs RAII 

I saw specimens of the Yellow Wagtail obtained on pas- 
sage near Malaga by Rios, and others collected by Oleese near 
Tangier. 


LULLULA ARBOREA. 
The Woodlark has lately been found nesting near Malaga. 
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CERTHILAUDA DUPONTI. 
Obtained by Rios near Malaga (vide P. Z. S. 1877, p. 368). 


EMBERIZA CITRINELLA. 

I saw a single specimen of the Yellow Hammer, obtained 
by Rios near Malaga. This is a common bird in the north 
of Spain near Santander. 


EMBERIZA PUSILLA. 

I saw two specimens of this Bunting, obtained on the 28th 
of December, 1874, near Malaga. Rios informed me that 
eight or nine were caught. 


PLECTROPHANES NIVALIS. 
A male Snow-Bunting was shot near Malaga on the 18th 
of November, 1872. 


ERyYTHROSPIZA GITHAGINEA, 
This bird has again oeeurred near Malaga (vide Ibis, 1877, 
p. 492). 


FULICA CRISTATA. 

Lieutenant Kelham, 74th Highlanders, obtained a single 
specimen of the Red-lobed Coot near Gibraltar in March 
1873; the bird was alone. This Coot frequently oeeurs on 
passage near Malaga, and thus should nest further north. 


HOUBARA UNDULATA. 
Recorded from near Malaga. 


CURSORIUS GALLICUS. 
Rios showed me some shot near Malaga. 


CHARADRIUS FULVUS. 

Lord Lilford writes to me that he has lately obtained a 
spceimen of the Eastern Golden Plover, which was killed 
near Malaga. 


PHALAROPUS FULICARIUS. 

Lieut. Kelham shot two specimens of this Phalarope at 
Tapatanilla on the 4th of Deeember, 1875. He saw several 
more. Other specimens have Raat: oceurred near Tangier. 


ANSER CINEREUS. 
In May 1876 Mr. Stark noticed two Geese on the Laguna 
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de la Janda; later on a Goose and some seven or eight eggs 
were brought into Gibraltar from the same place. There is 
little doubt that these birds had been shghtly wounded and 
unable to migrate. 


ANSER ERYTIIROPUS. 

A male of this species was obtained by Ruiz near Seville 
in February 1878. This specimen is in Lord Lilford’s 
collection. 


LARUS GELASTES. 
Ruiz found this Gull breeding about the 21st of May on 
the Guadalquivir. 


ALCA TORDA. 
I saw a Razorbill at Gibraltar during the last week in May 
1877. 


XXXI.—Remarks on the Nomenclature of the British Owls, 
and on the Arrangement of the Order Striges. By P. L. 
SCLATER. 


Ir is much to be regretted that Prof. Newton—our great 
authority on the nomenclature of British Birds—has in most 
cases contented himself with giving to the ornithological world 
the results of his investigations on this subject without ex- 
plaining the reasons which have led him to adopt certain 
names, generic as well as specifie, in place of those usually 
current. <A series of notes on the much-vexed questions of 
priority oecasioned by the conflieting views of previous writers 
on this subject; would, I am sure, have much interested the 
readers of ‘The Ibis,’ and have saved future inquirers mnen 
anxiety and tribulation. 

It having been allotted to me, as a member of the B.O.U. 
Committee on the List of British Birds, to cxamine the 
nomenclature of the Strigide, I have thought it might be for 
the benefit of future writers to place on reeord a few notes 
I have made on this subjeet, chiefly containing the reasons 


